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It is a privilege and an honor for me, in absentia,
to present to you a report of the American Federation of
Teachers! progress during the past year. I regrat very much

) that I am unable to be present and address this IFFTU conven-

tion in person. As your officers know, 1 had planmned to at-

tend this éonventiOﬁ, but a laste-minute invitation to partiu
cipate as a panelist in a very crucial government conference
on:the education of disadvantazed, that is, poverty children,
has made it hecessary for me to cancel my original plans.

1 am.happy to be assoclated with you, my colleagues,

who havé for so many yea;s been strong, active trade union-
ists and intent supporters of democratic ideals. - In like
manner, the strength of the American rederatlon of Teachers

rests with its affiliation with the AFL-CIC, WHICH throunha
out its ezlstence has fought to provide social and educatioqal
oppcrtnnitieé for all people.

During the month of June; 1 had thé'opportunity to
Visitvlérgel'as a guest of Histadrut, to meet and converse
with our distinguished Brother Levin, and to seec. at firéte
hand tha effective»dperation 5ftthe rrade ﬁnion movément.

R ‘ .. 1 was thrilled by the great extent of union organization
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tharg, and by tha’remaﬁkabléfacccmplishm@nts of both Histaétﬁﬁjin
. general an& tﬁ@ Iéréali Teachevs Unian'in @ar%icﬁiar.

Throughout the years we.haﬁm beéoma acquéintéﬁ with the teacher
union and laboyxy unlon efforts made by_?emningez_in Austria, éast@ﬂw
stock in Germany, Thaver in\Malayé&a, and, of course, our distinguish»
'eé rotiving President, Flerre Reymsnd,'and our devoted'ratiriﬂg
Beneral Secratary, M. Van ﬁa Moortel of Belgimm.’ :
| Yo in the AFT aré arateful to these gentlemen who,. together.
with former AYT Fresiﬁemt,_ﬁati Je Megel, fouzht for &nd.§a$S&ﬁ &
resolution on teacher sights at the 1963 ILO GoﬁVﬁntion.fvThia‘instru»
ment insured that teachers have the iight to arganimé into'organizaw

tions of thely own cholce without coecrelon or intimidation; that they.

~have the rizht to collective representation and to formulate contwacis
[) in their negotiations with thelir employeras. This 45 a right aﬁé
privilege whilch we in the AFT have fought for since our inception 50
yoars ago, The A?T'héa fought a great battle, end is winning these
fundanental rights {oxw teachers in many parts of the United States,

We sincercly resret the efforts of wWilliam Cerr of the “company

-union! Hatlenal Zducation Association to delete this instrument from
‘the 110 declaration. We are avware that h£s fai1ure vas due, in large
measure, to the efforﬁs of M, Van de Hégrtel end otheor IFFTY members
whe were in attendance. Ve are proud of your efforts, Ve ‘compliment
ydﬁ for vour reaults,. _

Yo assure you that the inspiraﬁian‘of'yaur-effafﬁs wili aid ug

in our continued prozress in developing collective bargalining in

every school district in the United States.



o v 3 =
..

L in the U 1ted State '
Five years ago teachers /thought that colloctivo baroalnino was

only for blue collar workers. In fact most teachero knew very little
 about the procass. Furthermore, teachers, like most public employees
were excluded from national and state labor relations laws. _This‘
situvation is changing.rapidly. Teachers are coming out of the dark
inﬁo a new day where the§ will have most of the legal rights which
other workers have eﬁjeyed for many decades. Fiﬁe of the 50 stateé
ow have géod cqllectivé bargaining laws which inclﬁde‘teachers. The
right to collectivé bargainiﬁg'on'a de.factq basls is recognized in
everal other states, and we anticipaté that this trend will contimue, -
ring the past year; there were more than 60 répresentation electioﬁs,
mpst of which, we are happy to state; ﬁere won by the American Fedéra-
tion of Teachcrs over our non-union oppo¢it10n..
E) This year the AFT is celebrating its SOth, that is, golden

anniversary, Special arrangements have been made for a celobratxon

/50 be held at oum Convention Banquet on August 24th. We invite each

bf you to send usg coﬁgfatnlatory meésages vhich I will be delighted
 fto read to the asqmmbled delegates and guests. |
- On this Anniversary we will have time to'reflect upon the pro=-
- gress wve have made and to report the extent of our gains. We aié ;
pleased to report that our membership is the hig shest in our history,
and that we gow enroll more than 10 percent of the teachers in the
United States while this percentage in terms'of mémbership in your
own conntrles is. relwtively small, you must not discount our ormaniu
zational difficulties. Our conpetitor, the ﬁational Education Asso-
'éiation,‘fhrough its built;in COmpany»union,»administfatér dominae
tion, coeﬁées teachers to join thair'drganization, frequently as a

prerequisite for employment.



Lacala.aﬂ tﬁa amorican Federation of Téachars.flargﬁly as &
result of achieving collective bargalning fights, are doing an ine
cr@asiﬂgly better Job in elevating the economic and saéiailatatus
- of teachers. Many school districts represented by the AFT now have
3élary scheduleas weil above the $10,000 g yvear levael, New York City,
‘fér iﬂﬁtanée, has a tép”saiary for a teacher with 13 years experience
and six years of eaﬁlaga—trainimg of 511,750, 3Some smsller suburban
. districts 50 even higher. | o )

Great impr@vaéents have be&n‘méde in classroom canditions.»

For the first time in the history oﬁ'the teaching profession in ﬁhe.A
United States, t@é&h@xé are actually setting limlts to the number of'
puapils thﬁy willit@aeh at one tine, They are also ﬁsgcéiating limits
to thoe elassr&am'éay of a teacher. Hany of the enefvating NON» DTG |

- _ and
fossional dutics, such as hall patrol, school vard patrol,/bus patrol
’ N p ’ p

have now been reassingned to noneprofessional personiel, giving teache
ers more timm and enﬁrﬁy to devote to thein professional duties.

- Through the effortes of our Vashington Reprssentative, br, Carl
Megel, and adsistsd by representatives of the AFL=CID and the Governe
ment Tmployees éauﬁcil,'wa_have been able to secure passage of
national lezislation which pxﬁvides4n¢arly a 51,000 salary inereass
for the more than 7,000 teachers who are now t&aching in schools in
ouy 6?@33&@5 bases, fn 80 doiﬂg, ve pracé,thes@ teachers not o$ly.
to'proviéé batter cducation for the children of our overseas persone
n%i, but also te better covrelate with the national eéucasiﬁnal

Interests in the countries where' they aré teaching.

2}

One of the most serlous problems concerning American education
iz that of educating the children of poverty, most of whom live in

the slume of cur larze clties, In cooperation with the rest of the
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labor movement, We are continuing to work for legislatlon whilch
‘would reduce ox eliminate slume altogether. In the meantime,
however, ve did develop what we call en effective schools program

for educating such childrven. The Zffective Schools Program is

ftotal educationYweand elaméntgry'achool with no class larger'than
22 pupils and where a teacher has one perind out of every four
fﬁée from classyoom or other duties. It is a school where a full
ranse of smppmrﬁ1mg services-eromedial, guiéaﬁae, and psychological
= prsviaed. | | | B

. The American Federxation of Teachexs has also been active on
the clvil righta_fr&nt. Ye support ciﬁii risghts legislation, Join -
with eivil vights arganiéatiens in pﬁéteat activitiesz and, éemplet@»
1y on our own, operate vhat we call Freedom Schools in southern
states to éducat- ilegro ghildr&n in wvays in which thelw inferior
aschools do not educate Them. ' ‘ | ”

The‘A?T,is supporting our Govarnmﬁht'in-its fwreign aid'pr0~-
grom,. through whilch more than $300 billion has been spent since |
19&5 to assist various natians of the world in improving thelr écsno~
mie, sgéial; and. educational status. | _

Accordinzly, haere in this historic clity, aivaf ug together
can 109k~taward'tha future with hope end gnticipation. - The great
scientiflie conquests an&'éhe advancoment in communications and
travel have brought us into clozer relations and presater interdepone
dence. - -

' Yo are éeiighted to join with IFFTU in its forward march,
We warmly support the establishment of a fullstime General Seérem

tary.
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e encourage continued eXpahsion and, especially, 1ntensiflcd

emphasis upon organizational-activities. In this effort, we

pledge our support and our increasing help and aSsisfaﬁce.»

~ The American Federation of Teachers has long been inter—

ested in building true 1ntornationa1 cooperation among teachers,

free from control or undue influence by school administrators or

other educationa1 buxeuucrats. No other intcrnational orvanizau

tion, except IFFTU is dedicated to this objective. This 1s why .

we are confident that u1timately this orzanization will become

the worldwide volce of the-teacher;



